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Using 2MASS d a t a ,  w e  have  uncovered  seven L and T dwarf candidate  companions 
t o  nearby  main  sequence s t a r s .   F i v e  of these   (Gl iese  337C, Gliese 4 1 7 B ,  
Gliese 570D, Gliese 5 8 4 C ,  and Gliese 6 1 8 . 1 B )  have  been  confirmed as companions 
through common proper   mot ion   wi th   the i r   p r imar ies .  The o t h e r  t w o  (HD 89744B 
and G J  1 0 4 8 B )  l ack  common proper  motion  follow-up  but  have a h i g h   s t a t i s i t c a l  
l i ke l ihood  of   be ing   phys ica l   assoc ia t ions ,   too .   These   cool   dwarfs   fa l l  
between 250 and 3600 AU from the i r   hos t   suns .   In   t hese   sys t ems ,   t he  
pr imar ies   can   be   used   to   der ive   ages   which   in   tu rn   l ead   to  mass e s t i m a t e s   f o r  
t h e  L and T dwarfs   using  theoret ical   evolut ionary  models .  The range  of masses 
thus  sampled  goes  from 35 t o  80  Jupi ter   masses .  Based  on admit tedly 
small-number s t a t i s t i c s ,  w e  f i n d   t h a t  wide brown dwarf  companions  (beyond 1 0 0 0  
AU separation)  occur  with  higher  frequency  around main sequence   s ta rs   than  
c l o s e  brown dwarf  companions  (within 5 AU sepa ra t ion ) .   In   o the r   words ,   t he re  
a p p e a r s   t o  be no "brown  dwarf d e s e r t "   a t   l a r g e   s e p a r a t i o n s .  


